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URGES FIREPROOF
- EXCURSION BOATS

Steamboat Inspector General
Uhler Makes Recommenda-
k. tions in His Report.

ASKS CONGRESS TO PASS
. NECESSARY LEGISLATION

Directs Attention to Need of Laws
Governing Transportation of
i Dangerous Articles.

Alsolute fireproof construction should
be required in excursion steamers as a
preventive measure against loss of life,
according to George Uhler, supervising
inspector general of the steamboat in-

spection service, made public today.
There are other perils as terrible as
capsizing, he says,

“The possibility of fires aboard excur-

gion steamers alwayvs exists”" he says,
*and though there may be any number
of regulations in rezard to fire-fighting
equipment, the best way is to remove
« and require absolute fire-
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Necessity of Regular Inspections.

The necessity of regular inspections
and the ed of addit al appropria-
tions are inted out by Mr. Uhler. In
making inspections the inspectors visit
the vessel without prior notice. accord-
ing to the report, and, “judging from
the reports received, it would appear
that many vessels would not kKeop in
Egood cone n were it not for the re-
peated reinspections. i

*With the limited appropriaticn here-
tofore giver It is not possible to ob-
tain the hichest efficiens & activity
from the supervisi.. imspectors. A suf-
ficiently large appropriation would
make it possible to have them make

aetual reinspections of vessels and fol-
low up the work of the local inspectors
to a great extent.

“A most important means of obtain-
img uniform administration and im-
proving the work of the service has
been through the efforts of the travel-
ing Inspector. His chief duty is to as-
certain whether the local Inspectors
have been correctly inspecting vessels;

and that his appointment is Jjustifi=sd
is proven by his for numerous
instances of and imperfect

fnspection have heen discovered.

*The force of inspectors employed in
this service Is entirely too small. For
sevéral vears the bureau has in its es-
timates pointed out the necessity of ad-
ditional inspectors. There are in-
stances where inspectors work from 5
am. to 10 pan. and there have been
instances where dry-dock examinations
have not been made because there was
not a sufficient force of inspectors to
make them. More clerks also are
needed. With one more clerk in the
office of the supervising inspector gen-
eral more efficient inspection could be
obtained, because there could be a more
careful review of the inspection cards.
At present the press of work is some-
times =0 great that most important
work has to be slighted,

Salaries Are Too Low.

*Also the salarles of inspectors and
elerks have not kept pace with the
money paid for similar service outside
of the government. As men become
trained they promptly leave, and, under
the circumstances, they cannot be con-
demned for so doing.

“Closely connected with the proposi-
tion. of hull construction is that of the
overloading of passenger steamers, a
question also considered at length in
previous annual reports. It is believed
that viclations of law by steamers in
carrying more passengers than allowed
by their certificates of inspection are
comparatively few. The Important
question is, have the local inspectors
permitted a ste er to carry a larger
number of passengers than she should
be permitted to rry? In this connec-
tion not only st the stability of the
vessel be considered, but also the pos-
sibility of panic and the handling of
the life-saving apparatus In such
event.

Local Inspectors Responsible.

*The conclusion {s that the original

respons lity rests upon the local in-
spectors in the tter of passenger al-
lowancs The u has endeavored
to impress upon them the seriousness |
of this responsibiljy and condemn Ini
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RHYME METHOD USED,

New York Health Board Instructing

Public How to Avoid Grip.
NEW YORK, December 28.—Rhyme
as & means of educating the public in

the preventlon of grip, now epidemic
in some parts of the city, is being
used by the health department by
thousands of cards, which it has dls-
tributed throughout the city.

couplet of preventive advice is:
cough and sneese;

iread disense.™
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Qualifies for Army Service.

Lieut. Joseph 1. McMullen,
who was retired in 1506 while & second
of cavilry, has been found

KBacond

lieutenant

lified for restoration to the active
list of the army, under authority con-
tuined in the latest army appropriation
act. So far ¥ two retired ofMicers of
the large number examined have been
reported qualified for active service,
‘The other ‘one is Capt. Ben H. Darcy,

who was retired in 1907 while a captain
of cavalry If the Secretary of War
approves the findings of the examining
boarde In these two cases the officers
will be restored to the active lst in
the pluces whey now would hold had

Lhey not beom Fetired

ASKS MORE ENGINEERS
FORTHEL. S, MAVY

Rear Admiral Stanford Also Urges
Correction of Injustice
in Promotions.

The great navy dry dock at Fearl
Harbor will not be completed until
June 30, 1918, according to the agree-

authorized strength of the corps of civ-
il engineers. The expansion of the
navy and the great additional building
program being mapped out, the report
says, has brought a corresponding in-
crease in the work of the civil engi-
neers. From forty to sixty officers
should be adied to the force, he says,
at the rate of 5 per cent a year.

Promotions Are Slow.

The situation of the assistant civil
engineer of the navy is sharply brought
out in the report. They are men who
have graduated from the Naval Acad-
emy, served a year or two at sea and
then spent two years or more at a
technical school. They receive their
commissions with the rank of ensign
three or four wvears atter graduation

{mmediate relief for these officers, not
only in justice to the officers but also
to promote the efficilency of thé& corps
as well as for the general good of the
service,

Navy Yard Improvements.

Admiral Stanford reports that a large
gun scale has been installed in the
Washington navy yard at a cost of
$8.000, two 300-foot steel radio towers
erected at a cost of $5,930 and a build-
ing erected for radio purposes at a cost
of $6,748.

He also reports the approaching com-
pletion of floors in shop buildings at
that ward costing about $25,000, prog-
ress in the water front improvements
costing about $19.600 and says that
work in the construction of the new
general storehouse, to cost about $152,-
771, is well advanced.

ENGLAND MAY JUSTIFY
- PARCEL POST SEIZURES

Expected to Cin_im Right TUnder
Articles of The Hague
Convention.

Military necessity, but fully justified
by treaty, is the reason for the re-
moval by FBritish authorities of par-

the removal of a quantity of parcel
post matter from some Ewedish steam-
ers bound to and from the United
States.

British View of Rights.

According to the British view, the
exemption from seizure of maill matter
found on the high seas on board a neu-
tral or enemy ship {s founded upon
article 1 of The Hague convention
“relative to certain restrictions In re-
gard to the exercise of the right of
gapture in naval war.”

This article treats of “postal corre-
spondence,” and makes no mention of
parcel post, which, therefore, it is heid,
is not protected.
the article also pro-

governments are about to exercize this
right fually.

Turkey Not a Party.

‘Finally it will be shown that the
claim to inviolability for the malils of
the central powers, so far as they are
based on The Hague convention, mno
longer exists, for the reason that
Turkey did not subscribe to this par-
ticular convention, which in article
8 reads:

“The provisions of the present con-
vention do not apply except bhetween
contracting powers, and then only if
all the belligerents are parties to the
convention.”

FURTHER FOOD RIOTS

against the squandering of foed en an
claborate entertalnment.

The police dispersed the riotert, but
a number of stones crashed th h
the windows, damaging several pie-
tures.

Dresden reports say that food riots
occurred at Chemnits Christmas day.
Women marched in proceasion to the
town hall, clamoring for food at rea-
sonabie prices and smashing many
windows. The pelice forced the women
to retire, eleven of them being seversly
injured. The Chemnitz soclallst organ,
adds the dispatch, was suppressed for
mentioning the affray.

PLOT TO BLOW UP HOMES
OF CABINET MEMBERS
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Washington’s Greatest Event for Men & Little Men

This P-B Sale Has Held the Co;lﬁdence of Men, Year After Year, for a Quarter-of-Century

HISnationally known store
holds two, and only two, sales each

year—absolute clearances made at the end of

each season.

T The announcements of these events always
attract widespread attention, men have come .
to know their genuine value—their importance.

Special

—and every

every shape

hat

price.

Suit Cases.

$3 and $4 Derbies

$1.85

ANUFAC-
TURER'S
samplesof Derbies

perfect. The very
newest and many
advanced styles—

size. Your oppor-
tunity for a new
in midseason
and at an unusual

Fur Caps Reduced
$6 Caps at $3.50
$8 Caps at $5.00

$10 Caps at $7.50

Clearance of Soft

Hats at $1.45

Special clearance
of Handbags and

$15 P-B Suits
and Overcoats
Reduced to....

$18 P-B Suits

and Overcoats
Reduced to....
$20 P-B Suits
‘and Overcoats
Reduced to....
$25 P-B Suits
and Overcoats
Reduced to....

one

and

faction.

$30 P-B

A5
25
25
A9

Reduced
$35 P-B

$40 P-B
Reduced

and Overcoats

and Overcoats
Reduced to. ...

and Overcoats

Note—Sale includes every Winter-
weight Suit and Overcoat. No for-
mal wear, Full Dress, Tuxedos, etc.

'YOU make your selections
from fhousands of hand-tailored

Suits and Overcoats, you have volume, variety
and value. °

7 You have genuine and generous price reduc-
tions backed by a guarantee of absolute satis-
Every P-B winter-weight suit and
overcoat is reduced and the original price
tickets remain. '

Suits e

21
2
31

to....
Suits

20

Suits . 25 ing
and

to....

kn

and

$4
(.\ Shoes
t

$2.§5
SPECIAL lots

of the famous
TECK Shoes, sell-

$4 are reduced to
2.05.

shapes.

Shoes

regularly at

Russets
Gun Metals
down-to-date
You
ow TECK
for style
wear.

included.

P-B’s Annual Mid-Winter
Sale of $1, $1.25, $1.50
and $2 Perfect Shirts at

(Four of these shirts to a customer for $3.00)

HOUSANDS of perfect shirts—no seconds—all from our regular stock. All styles
—every size, but not every size in every pattern. Attached cuffs on every shirt.

Please come early—it’s to your advantage. Manhattans and Dress Shirts not

19c

attached.

$2 & $250 E. & W.Full $
Dress & Neglige Shirts at

Just 300 to close out, coat styles, cuffs

1.15

$3.50 Blanquet Lounging $).15
Robesat . .....

Only 29 of these Robes, in small, medium
and large sizes.

OTHERS —Here’s

the Clearance
Your Boys.

Backed by the high quality of t

and the genuvineness of the reductions, this sale al-

ways attracts mothers.

Broken Lots of $5.00 and

$6.00 Suits reduced to.

The OPIOrtunity for a needed extra school suit.

All new styles, striking patterns and

Broken Lots of Our Entire Stock% Off

of Boys’ Suits and Overcoats

$7.00 values at $4.66 |
$8.50 values at $5.66 ’
Etc., Etc.

$7.50 values at $5.00
$10.00 values at $6.66
Etc., Etc.

Sale for

he merchandise

$3.75

fine materials.

at




